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A Hasten Hebrew Academy middle school student is a very special individ-
ual.  This individual, along with 
his/her parents, has made a choice 
to receive an excellent general and 
Judaic education.  They realize that 
continuing to be part of a Jewish 
day school will impact positively 
on his/her entire future.  They are 
aware that recent studies conclude 
that the future communal involve-
ment and Jewish identification of 
an individual are directly related to 
the years of Jewish education he/
she receives. Their parents know, as well, that being in a challenging and 
nurturing academic environment will enhance their child’s growth as a per-
son, a Jew, and an American.   
 
Middle School is an exciting period in a youngster’s life.  It is a time when 
adolescent curiosity is transformed into teenage wonder.  It is the final step 
before moving on to young adulthood.  We at the Hasten Hebrew Academy 
of Indianapolis (HHAI) commend you for giving serious consideration to our 
Middle School as the proper environment for your child’s future develop-
ment. 
 
The Academy’s Middle School offers a total educational program of Jewish 
and general studies for grades six, seven, and eight.  The staff strives to pro-
vide unique educational opportunities for our students.  Features of the pro-
gram include a wide variety of course offerings, core curricula in basic con-
tent areas, small classes, individualized instruction, ability and heterogeneous 
grouping, enrichment classes, academic advancement, and extra-curricular 
offerings.  While attending the Academy, students grow socially and emo-
tionally as they are exposed to new experiences and explore unfamiliar situa-
tions.  Most important is the identification and understanding of each child’s 
unique needs, and the personal attention and monitoring each child receives.  
Your child will never be “ just one of the crowd.”    
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school is a time to develop leadership skills, and a forum to discuss problems 
and issues encountered during the adolescent years.  The advisor is a student 
advocate who encourages students to increase organizational and study skills.  
The advisor also serves as a liaison between students, parents, and other 
teachers. 
 

Academic Suppor t — Academic support in the middle school 
years often shifts from direct instruction in reading and math fluency, to in-
clude problem solving strategies in reading, writing and math skills that en-
hance learning.  All students, even those at advanced academic levels, tend to 
struggle during the middle school years with organizational skills.  Support in 
organizing materials, homework completion, and sequencing parts of assign-
ments is especially important at this time.  One-on-one instruction and small 
group instruction enable middle school students to have positive experiences 
and achieve to their maximum ability. 
 

Extra-Curr icular Activities — Academy Middle School 
students are exposed to varied and interesting activities in a non-academic 
environment.  To promote the youngster’s development in the areas of volun-
teerism and decision-making, Student Council is led by student representa-
tives under a teacher’s guidance.   Student Council organizes numerous ac-
tivities throughout the school.  
 
Eighth grade students participate in a community service project each year.  
The project is planned and presented for a grant from United Way.  In the 
past, these projects have benefited childcare centers and shelters for victims 
of abuse. 
 
Interscholastic sports teams in the fields of basketball and soccer promote 
school spirit and competitive athletics.  Our cheerleading squad helps to in-
crease our school spirit.  After-school offerings in the past have included sci-
ence, computer, drama, cooking, aerobics, and karate. 
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� ewish Studies 

� valuation and Development 
We are pleased and proud of the accomplishments of our students.  They 
have responded eagerly to the new challenges of Middle School.  As a result 
of our small classes and personalized attention, each student has ample op-
portunity to reach his/her full potential.  Evaluations of our scholastic pro-
gram have been enthusiastic and positive.  Students enjoy taking part in stu-
dent council and class trips.  We welcome the input of both students and par-
ents.  The task of planning future growth cannot be done by the principal and 
teachers alone.  With collective assistance and insights, the Middle School 
will continue to flourish, and our students will remain the beneficiaries of an 
outstanding education. 

Jewish studies center upon the understanding of major biblical texts and Jew-
ish themes, values and concepts, comprehension of important prayer services, 
Hebrew language skills, and familiarization with the growth and develop-
ment of the Jewish people. 
 
Students at the HHAI Middle School broaden their skills and understanding 
in many vital areas of study: Bible, Hebrew Language, Mishna, Law, and 
History.  Based on the philosophy that in-depth understanding can be gained 
from textual analysis, our students learn from primary and secondary sources 
in both the Hebrew and English languages.  Students are provided with an 
extensive look at the moral underpinnings of Judaism, and they discuss cur-
rent events in this light. 
 
The Bible and Mishna curriculum emphasizes the study of primary texts.  
Selections from the Torah, the Prophets, and the oral law are chosen with the 
intent to stimulate and enhance the cognitive skills of comparing and con-
trasting, analyzing, and evaluating concepts and opinions.  An appreciation 
of the depth and breadth of our Jewish heritage and commitment to its values 
is a primary objective of this study.  An added benefit is the practice in criti-
cal thinking that accompanies these studies. 
 
The Hebrew language curriculum focuses on the acquisition of advanced 
grammar skills, attainment of reasonable fluency in modern conversational 
Hebrew, creative writing, and familiarization with the growth and develop-
ment of the Land of Israel. 
 
In Jewish History, special emphasis is placed on the meaning of the Shoah 
and the events surrounding the State of Israel. 
 
We stress a caring, personalized approach with the students as they begin to 
integrate their religious heritage in a more adult fashion.  Through Shabba-
tonim (weekend retreats), class trips, and other Jewish enrichment programs, 
students are provided with the opportunity to experience Judaism in both for-
mal and informal settings. 



Physical Education — The goals of Physical Education are to 
help each child develop and maintain an appropriate level of physical fitness, 
to develop body coordination, acquire useful physical skills and valuable 
safety habits, enjoy wholesome recreation, and gain experience in a variety 
of physical education activities.  The program for Middle School consists of 
many popular team and individual sports such as soccer, football, basketball, 
volleyball, batball, kickball, rope jumping, track and field, tumbling, and 
other various games and physical exercises. 
 

Class Tr ips — Class trips are an integral part of the Middle School 
experience at the Hasten Hebrew Academy.  Each class takes a special trip 
that is appropriate for the age level of the students. 
  
6th Grade: 
  
Our 6th Grade students take a two day trip that includes visiting a state park 
and an amusement park.  The first day is spent in the state park participating 
in activities designed to enhance their science curriculum.  Such activities 
may include canoeing, hiking, and touring historic sites.  The second day is 
spent at the amusement park studying the physics of roller coasters and other 
park rides. 
  
7th Grade: 
  
7th Grade students spend 3 days and 2 nights in Chicago.  A variety of educa-
tional and cultural activities are included in their itinerary.  Each year the trip 
varies, but has included visits to the city’s Planetarium, Aquarium, Museum 
of Science and Industry, Broadcast Museum, and Navy Pier; attending a the-
atrical performance and a baseball game; and visits to Devon Street to eat at 
Kosher restaurants and shop for Judaica.   
 
8th Grade Israel Trip:  
  
The culmination of our student’s experience at the Hasten Hebrew Academy 
is the 8th Grade trip to  
Israel.  This two-week trip is 
full of educational, cultural, 
and religious experences.  The 
students get to live what they 
have been studying.  Past trips 
have included meeting pen-
pals that live in Acco, exten-
sive touring of Jerusalem, 
staying in a Bedouin 
tent, visiting Mt. Bental and 
Tzfat, bike rides and kayaking 
in Israel’s countryside, and 
much more. 

Middle School years.  The students also receive a weekly news magazine to 
help them keep abreast of the news. 

 
Fine Ar ts — The well-established visual arts program incorporates 
art history and art appre-
ciation with the produc-
tion of student artwork 
across multiple media.  
In music instruction, em-
phasis is placed on both 
the development of ap-
preciation for music of 
various periods and on 
the understanding of ba-
sic theory and harmony.  
Students have the oppor-
tunity to participate in 
school productions as 
well as performances for special events. 
 

Technology Instruction — Our technology instruction fo-
cuses on “higher order”  purposes using the computer and other pieces of 
hardware as the source of technology-based projects.  In addition to key-
boarding, the creation and use of spreadsheets, databases, and PowerPoint 
presentations are reviewed and often used.  Sixth, seventh and eighth graders 
learn desktop publishing using PageMaker.   
The yearbook staff create their pages using PageMaker and PhotoShop.  Our 
students learn concept mapping  using software called “ Inspiration.”  
 
This year, digital video movies (iMovies) will be produced by all middle 
school students.  They will learn to bring digital images into their work from 
many sources.  We will also spend some time converting analog files to digi-
tal files. 
 
Middle school students do various projects using the following programs: 
 
Web page development  ·     Dream Weaver 
Editing photographs  ·   Adobe Photoshop 
Stop animation (Claymation)  ·  iMovie  ·   iDVD   ·   Digital Photography 
Keyboarding  ·   All the Right Type 
Creating yearbook  ·   Pagemaker 
Content mapping  ·   Inspiration 
Spreadsheets  ·   Excel 
Word processing  ·   Microsoft Word 
Presentations  ·   Microsoft PowerPoint 

 � eneral Studies 
Science — During their years in Middle School, students cover detailed 
units in biology, earth science, 
physics, and chemistry, all which 
are aligned with Indiana science 
standards.  Science classes are lab 
oriented.  Attention is given to in-
vestigation using proper methodol-
ogy and the inquiry method.  We 
emphasize reporting skills, data 
analysis, appropriate math skills, 
and developing a healthy curiosity 
and knowledge of the world 
around us.  Students have the op-
portunity to participate in science projects, problem-based learning, and field 
trips which enhance their experimentation, research and reporting skills. 
 

Math — Mathematical instruction at HHAI is based on the mathematics 
standards established by the state of Indiana.  Our middle school math teacher 
is very familiar with these standards and has been trained to help our students 
meet these higher expectations.  The small class sizes and personal attention 
offered at HHAI make it easier to accomplish this goal. 
 
Instruction takes place on several levels, from sixth-grade-math, to algebra and 
geometry for eighth grade students.  The development of strategies for problem 
solving and the application of math concepts for daily living are stressed. 
 

Language Ar ts — Study in Language Arts is centered around read-
ing, writing, speaking, and listening.  Students will read from the various gen-
res: short story, essay, biography, drama, myth, poetry, and novel.  In writing, 
students will write for a variety of situations and audiences.  These range from 
the personal essay, to exposition and research writing.  As part of writing in-
struction, students will increase their vocabularies, study the grammatical 
structure of language, and focus on the conventions of Standard Written Eng-
lish.  Students will be asked to prepare and deliver informal and formal oral 
presentations and evaluate the speeches of their peers. 
 

Social Studies — Students study the Eastern and Western Hemi-
sphere and United States history during the three years in Middle School.  This 
study encompasses the entire scope of the social sciences.  Primary emphasis is 
placed on history, current events, and geography.  Sociology, economics, an-
thropology, and political science are included in the study of the historical peri-
ods.  At relevant points of study, we integrate topics of Jewish history into this 
course.  Students will also acquire a working knowledge of geography includ-
ing: map skills, latitude and longitude, and location.  Students will learn how-
geography affects a country’s resources, wealth, and development.  Note tak- 
ing, study research, and report writing skills are developed throughout the   


