
    
S H A B B AT S H A L O M

  
  Friday, October 27   Shabbat Candle Lighting    6:33 p.m. 

  Saturday, October 28  Havdalah  7:40 p.m. 

Hasten Hebrew Academy of Indianapolis    6602 Hoover Road    Indianapolis, IN  46260    317-251-1261 

   

A Message from the Principal  

Mrs. Judy Jenkins  

      
Please visit us on line at  www.hhai.org.  The Shabbat Shalom is also available on line. 

Dear Hasten Hebrew Academy Community,  

It always amazes me how quickly the weeks fly by during the 
school year.  Our first trimester is coming to a close and teach-
ers are working on their report cards for grades 1 -8.  We have 
tried to be more consistent with the printed comments and of 
course, teachers include individual comments for more specific 
information.  For parents of students in grades 1  8, parent-
teacher conferences will be 14th  of November.  The student 
school day will end at noon and conferences will begin at 1 PM.  
Conference information will be sent to you very soon.  On the 
14th, I would like to meet with parents of 5th graders from 5:30 
PM  6:00 PM.   Because the transition from elementary to 
middle school can present parents (and students) with many 
questions and concerns, I would like the opportunity to meet 
with you for a brief discussion.  My background includes many 
years as an advocate for middle level education and I really 
look forward to meeting and discussing with parents the many 
issues surrounding middle level education. (I was a middle 
school principal and a middle school director for many years.)  
Early childhood reports will be sent out on November 29th with 
conferences scheduled for December 12th.  

Right after elementary/middle school conferences, the Thanks-
giving holiday will be approaching and with that is the HHAI 
annual Grandparents, Family and Friends Day!  Our students 
and teachers have a wonderful program to share and so please 
remember to send us the names of those individuals you would 
like invited to this special program.  This will be the 25th year 
for this event.  Our theme this year is renewal.  

Don t forget to turn your clocks back on Saturday night.  (An 
easy reminder is Spring Forward, Fall Back.)  I don t like to 
sound like a broken record, but please, please try to arrange 
your morning schedules so that the children arrive at school on 
time. Instruction begins at 8:15 and so children miss important 
information when they arrive late. Getting students to school on 
time sends the message to them that school is a top priority. 
Perhaps it will be a little easier with the shift in the time.  

Sincerely,  

Judy Jenkins  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

     
            Friday, October 27-Friday January 26

 

         Early Friday Dismissal (3:00) 

  

         Tuesday, October 31

 

              Playpals meets 9-10:30   

         Wednesday, November 1

 

            Parent Ballots due for Mock Election 
          (Please see article on page 4)  

        Sunday, November 12

 

          School Open House for families  
          interested in the Hasten Hebrew  
          Academy. Tell your friends! 
                 

Tuesday, November 14

 

                      Grades 1-8, Parent Teacher Conferences  
                             12:00 dismissal grades 1-8 only. 

   

Sunday November 12th    is our Open House for families in-
terested in the Hasten Hebrew Academy.  Teachers will be 
in their classrooms and the building will be open for tours 
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you know of anyone who is 
interested in visiting our school, please be sure to let them 
know about this important event. 

Please note:  

The last few pages of this newsletter are forms to be 
completed and returned to school.  Please be sure to 
read all the way to the end!  

http://www.hhai.org
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Parashat Noach   

By Rabbi Raphael Nemetsky  

There are various explanations exactly why The Tower of 
Babel was built.  The common denominator of all explana-
tions was that it was a direct challenge to G-d.  They built 
it high into the heavens to show that He was not there or 
that if He was, they could outwit or outfight Him.  Under-
standably, this was not "pleasing in the eyes of God."  
The Torah states, "And the Lord came down to see the city 
and the tower (of Babel) which the children of man 
built." (Genesis 11:5) Why does the Torah tell us that the 
Almighty came to the city and to the Tower? 
Rashi, the father of all commentaries, cites the Midrash 
Tanchuma which states that the Almighty did not actually 
need to come down to view the tower.  He did so in order 
to teach judges not to condemn anyone until they investi-
gate and understand the entire situation.  As we are taught 
in Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), Be patient in judg-
ment.    

In a broad sense, there is a lesson for all of us, not just 
judges of a court. We all judge the actions of others. Let us 
not condemn anyone on the basis of hearsay or circum-
stantial evidence. Even though we have all heard the id-
iom, Seeing is believing, we must judiciously assess 
what we see with our own eyes. Sometimes it is most diffi-
cult to reconsider our own initial impressions or conclu-
sions about another individual.    

We must view a person favorably unless we have carefully 
investigated the matter and have established beyond doubt 
that he/she is guilty of the charges against him.  The To-
rah, which has not a single extra letter, goes out of its way 
to describes G-d s actions so that we can learn the criti-
cally important lesson.  Be patient, deliberate, honest, un-
biased, and ultimately charitable when judging another 
person.  (Based on Love Your Neighbor by Rabbi Z. 
Pliskin) 

         

Attention Advanced  
Talmud Students!!  

There will be no Advanced Talmud until 
Tuesday, October 31st. 

 
Under My Tree 

By 
Neeli Rhodes 

Grade 7   

Whenever I suffer from worries and woe 
Or even when happy I know where to go. 
It s easy to see that it s where I should be. 

Come visit me under my tree.  

When stressed about worries and also from strife 
Or more of those pressures of everyday life 

I enter the garden and smile with glee. 
I m happy when under my tree. 

          


