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“SHABBAT SHALOM?”

Shabbat Candle Lighting  8:29 p.m.

Friday, August 18"
Saturday, August 19"

Havdalah 9:28 p.m.

A Message from the Principal
Mrs. Judy Jenkins

As| write my first message to you, | have only had the opportunity
to observe the school program for afew days. However, in those
few days, | have seen dedicated educators implement lessons that
are challenging and engaging. Our elementary and middle school
students have arrived prepared to learn. Our newest students are
quickly beginning to acclimate to the school setting with teachers
who are nurturing while providing a comfortable structure to their
day. Because my experience has been in very different school set-
tings, | must tell you how wonderful it has been to join this school
community where students, educators and parents are committed to
providing such a high quality program.

Parental support is critical to developing and sustaining an excellent
school. The turnout for the Parent Breakfast on August 16" was
encouraging. Thisyear, one of my goalsisto seek parent input on
the school program and to respond quickly to parent concerns.
Please, contact me if you have a concern or wish to share anidea. If
you don’t have time to come in for a meeting, we can communicate
by email or phone. There are two parent events quickly approach-
ing. On August 30" there will be Back to School Night for parents
of studentsin grades one through eight. Thisisan opportunity to
hear an overview from your child’s teachers about the school year.
At 5:45 PM, prior to the 7 PM Back to School Night, there will be
an eighth grade parent meeting. Fundraising ideas and eighth grade
programming will be discussed.

The ISTEP assessment for our eighth graders is occurring next
month. Eighth graders will take the ISTEPs on September 19, 20,
and 21. Thisisavery important test for our students and so | would
ask parents of eighth graders to check their calendars and try to
avoid scheduling doctor’s or dental appointments for their eighth
graders on those mornings. If absence is unavoidable, students will
have an opportunity for make-up testing, but that will require them
to misstheir regularly scheduled classes.

| especially want to thank the school community for such awarm
welcome. Everyone has made such an effort to make me feel at
home. It isan honor to work in such a collaborative environment.
We are off to a positive school year and | look forward to seeing
you at Back to School Night.

Sincerely,

Judy Jenkins

Wel come Back!

Please see page 2 for the Parsha of the week.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, August 30
Back to School Night Grades 1-8, 7:00 p.m.
Eighth Grade Parent Meeting, 5:45 p.m.

Tues—Thurs., September 19-21

Grade 8 ISTEP Testing
(8th grade parents, please do not schedule appoint-
ments for your children during the testing period.)

Friday, September 22
Erev Rosh Hashanah, 12:00 Dismissal

Saturday, September 23 and
Sunday, September 24
Rosh Hashanah

Monday, October 2
Y om Kippur, No School



http://www.hhai.org

Special “Support For Israd
Project”

Dear Parents:

This past month has been a difficult period for Israel fighting
against terrorism and insuring the safety of its citizens. To shd
our support and faith in the dignity of Israel’s Defense Forces, each
class, first through eighth, will be writing a letter in both Hebrey
and English to soldiers in Israel. Students may bring their own
tionery from home as well as a photograph that will be attache
their personal letter. This scheslde project will begin on
Monday, August 2F'. We will send the letters to Israel the follg
ing Monday. A copy of the letters from the elementary students
will be displayed on the bulletin board across from the technol
lab. The bulletin board across from Mrs. Shmoel’s classroom will
be the designated board for middle school students. Please r¢g
your child to bring in a picture and stationery (optional) by
Monday.

Thank you for your assistance with this important project.
Sincerely,

Maya Shmoel
Hebrew Language Coordinator
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Torah Portion of the week
Parsha Re’eh

By Rabbi Raphael Nemetsky
Director of Jewish Studies

Parshat Re'eh
G-d is Watching - A Life Lesson

In this week's Torah portion, Moshe tells the Jewish people
additional commandments they need to follow. And then he
implores upon them to, "...do what is good and right in the
eyes of G-d" (Deut. 12:28).

It seems rather obvious for Moshe, the leader of the Jewish

Sta-people, to tell his followers to do what is right in the eyes of
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i t0G-d. But this exhortation is much more profound than one

might think.

We live in a society where we care enormously what other

PAY people think about us. Whether we are aware of it or not, the

things we say, the clothes we wear, and the places we shop

mingre influenced largely by the image we want to project. This is

HHAI BEAUTIFICATION
COMMITTEE

Interested in getting our school
looking top-notch? We are cur-
rently getting a team of parents, teachers and com-
munity leaders together to do a number of projects
around the school. First on the listis getting HHAI's gar-
den courtyard in tip top shape so we can enhance
our classroom instruction to include a variety of out-
door themes.

With Sukkot around the corner, this will be a great area
to also incorporate Judaic instruction with the out-
doors. Interested in helping out? Not sure of your tal-
ents? It doesn't matter -- enthusiasm and a willingness
to get things done is all that's needed. We will need
volunteers in a number of areas, so please contact
Sally Meyers (879-9210) or email:

sally@meyerssales.com) for more information.

precisely why in public we might act one way towards some-
one, but in private, outside the watchful eyes of those we so
much want to impress, we will act in a completely different
way.

When Moshe told the Jews to do what is good and right in the
eyes of G-d, he was teaching us all a life-changing insight: G-d
is everywhere. He's right next to you as you're reading this.
And He "follows" you when you walk to your car, and He sits
right next to you at work. There isn't a cubic foot of space in
which G-d is not completely and totally present and aware of
everything that is being said and done. Remember, when it
comes to G-d's presence, there's no such thing as privacy.
G-d is always right there.

In New York City's Time Square there exists a massive televi-
sion screen called the JumboTron. Thousands of people -
some as far as 20 city blocks away - can see whatever images
are displayed on this screen. What if you lived your life as
though it were being shown live on the JumboTron? How
much different would you act if everything you did was being
broadcast in real-time on this giant screen?

But that's exactly the powerful message that G-d's teaching
us. We are on this screen and G-d is observing
everything.

So instead of doing what looks right in the eyes of our co-
workers and friends, we should listen to the words of Moshe.
We need to concern ourselves with impressing the One who
truly wants us to become great and strive to do what is good
and right in the eyes of G-d.

Shabbat Shalom



