Hasten Hebrew Academy of Indianapolis 6602 Hoover Road  Indianapolis, IN 46260 317-251-1261

“SHABBAT SHALOM?”

Friday, September 1
Saturday, September 2

Shabbat Candle Lighting  8:00 p.m.
Havdalah 9:07 p.m.

| A Message from the Principal
- § Mrs. Judy Jenkins

Dear Hasten Hebrew Academy Community,

Thank you for awonderful Back to School Night. It was great to
see dl of you there and the information given by our teachers was
right on target. Now, make sure that you continue to visit HHAI
throughout the year to participate in your child’s education. To
make thisalittle easier | will be hosting a quarterly “Coffee and
Conversation” with the HHAI Administrators. When you drop off
your children, just park your car and come into the Cultural Arts
Center lobby. It will be an opportunity to talk about the school,
share ideas and concerns. Our first coffee will be September 27"
from 8:15 to 9:15 and so mark your calendars! If you have friends
and neighbors whose children are approaching school age or who
are looking for a great school, please invite them to attend as well.

The school year tends to move very quickly. Before we know it we
will have completed half of the first marking period. If you have
concerns or questions, don’t wait to contact your child’steachers.
Most of the time, abrief conference or a phone call can address
your concerns or questions. It is much better to clarify questions
early than to wait until the marking period is ending.

The HHAI Boutique will be opening soon. Mrs. Stoller, our PTA
President isworking on a schedule so that parents and students will
have time in the mornings to purchase items from the boutique.
There will also be new offerings at the boutique in the near future!

A special thank you isin order to everyone who has been working
on the school’s courtyard. 1t looks great! We had a number of vol-
unteers working last Sunday and individuals continued working
throughout this week. Thanks also to the volunteers who helped at
Day at the J.

Asaways, please don’t hesitate to call or schedule an appointment
with meto discuss your ideas or concerns for the HHAL.

Sincerely,

Judy Jenkins

(R
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Q Tq Wednesday, September 6, 8:30 a.m.
PTA Mesting

Wednesday and Thursday September 13-14
Middle School Overnight Trip

&3 Tues—Thurs., September 19-21

(/»f L Grade 8 ISTEP Testing
= (8th grade parents, please do not schedule appoint-
ments for your children during the testing period.)

Friday, September 22
Erev Rosh Hashanah, 12:00 Dismissal

P Saturday, September 23 and
o - Sunday, September 24
o Rosh Hashanah

Monday, October 2
Y om Kippur, No School

Advanced Talmud Class : Advanced Talmud Class meets
before school (7:50 am.) in Rabbi Nemetsky’s classroom.

Please see page 2 for the Parsha of the week.

Please see page 4 for pictures of courtyard
clean-up.



http://www.hhai.org

Torah Portion of the week

By Rabbi Raphael Nemetsky
Director of Jewish Studies

Parshat Ki Tetze

You shall not see the donkey of your brother or his ox
falling on the path, yet lift your eyes from them; you shall
surely right it with him (the animal’s owner).
(Deuteronomy Chapter 22: Verse 4)

The verse quoted above does not say you must always
set the animal on its feet. Rather, you are only required
to do this Mitzvah "with him," the animal’s owner. The
Rabbis explain, that the Torah doesn't want another per-
son to take advantage of your Mitzvah. The owner has
to do some of the work himself if he wants help.

Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Kotzk (the Kotzker Rebbe),
one of the most brilliant of all the Chassidic rabbis, draws
an important parallel. The Talmud says, "In the direction
that a person wishes to go, he is guided.” If a person
wants to rise spiritually, G-d promises to help. But, says
the Kotzker Rebbe, that's the point — G-d promises only
to help, not to do the whole job. The person must begin
and make an effort, and then G-d will step in and assist
the person in his quest.

Not much is required: G-d promises that if we simply
open the eye of a needle to let Him through, He will open
the entire world. A small effort leads to tremendous re-
wards. One caveat, though, is that we must make a true,
lasting commitment. Just as the eye of a needle is a
fixed item, so must our undertaking, albeit minor, be
resolute.

It is now the Jewish month of Elul, when G-d "comes
close" to hear our prayers. It is a special time for growth.
If we make even the most modest efforts to improve our-
selves, all the more so will G-d help us to achieve our
goals! (Based on an essay in Living Each Week, by
Rabbi Twersky)

Shabbat Shalom,

Raphael Nemetsky



